Related, so far as is known, to no other language, Burushaski is spoken by 
about 40,000 people in isolated and inaccessible mountain valleys in the 
part-Indian, part-Pakistani state of Jammu and Kashmir. The Burushaski 
(ethnonym buruso) appear to be the sole residue of a pre-Indo-European 
population inhabiting Northern India, classified by anthropologists as 
'Europeanoid'. Burushaski is unwritten. Claims that a Hterary Burushaski 
may have been in use in the very early Middle Ages rest on a reference in a 
Tibetan source to translation from bruM . Many attempts have been made to 
connect Burushaski with other language families - Caucasian, Dravidian, 
Munda, Basque, etc. - but none are convincing, and Burushaski must, for 
the present, rate as a language with no known congeners. 

Burushaski was formerly spoken in much of what is now Dardic territory 
{see Dardic Languages), and shares with the Dardic group (along with certain 
Tibeto-Burman languages, the Pamir languages, some North- West Indian 
languages, and one Dravidian) the areal features of the grouping known as 
'Himalayan'. H. Berger (1959) has identified Burushaski words in Romany. 

There are two main dialects, burusaski and wersikwar, which are mutually 
intelligible. The purest Burushaski is that of Hunza. 
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